Acute epiglottitis in children.
The records of one hundred and sixty-one children with acute epiglottitis admitted to the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children between January 1975 and June 1984 were reviewed. Forty-five complications occurred in thirty-four patients, including five deaths. The preferred method of airway management is direct laryngoscopy and nasotracheal intubation under general anaesthesia in the presence of skilled assistance. There should be no attempt to lie the child down prior to this, nor should awake laryngoscopy be attempted, as this may precipitate a respiratory arrest. Chloramphenicol (with or without ampicillin) should be commenced after blood cultures are obtained, as 20% of the sensitivities available demonstrated resistance to ampicillin.